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A History of Classical Philology from the Seventh Century B.C. to the 
Twentieth Century A .D. By Harry Thurston Peck, Member 
of the National Institute of Arts and Letters. New York: 
Macmillan, 1911. Pp. xi+491. $2. 

The author has attempted to present within the compass of a single vol- 
ume a connected and readable account of classical philology from the earliest 
times to the present day. 

A general idea of the plan and scope of the work may best be gathered from 
the headings of the successive chapters. Thus following a brief introduction 
dealing with the "Definition of Classical Philology and Methods of Treat- 
ment" we have: i, "The Genesis of Philological Studies in Greece"; ii, "The 
prae-Alexandrian Period"; iii, "The Alexandrian Period"; iv, "The Graeco- 
Roman Period"; v, "The Middle Ages"; vi, "The Renaissance"; vii, 
"Division into Periods"; viii, "The Age of Erasmus"; ix, "The Period of 
Nationalism"; x, "The German Influence"; xi, "The Cosmopolitan Period." 
Then follow a selected bibliography and a general index. 

The work is written in a very uneven style with occasional lapses into 
inelegancy of phrase. Toward the close we seem to have mere notes hastily 
jotted down, often disconnected and without syntax. The pages are marred 
with innumerable misprints which should have been detected by the pub- 
lishers' reader. Only a few of these can here be noted: Minnermus (p. 99, 
1. 15); Platus (p. 235, 1. 8); Pausanius (p. 129, 1. 10); Turnenbi (p. 306, 1. 17). 
This all results in many strange names of persons and places: e.g., "the two 
Schlegers" (p. 384, 1. 28); Burgmann (p. 422, 1. 20); Reimann (p. 427, 1. 5); 
Dietz (p. 426, last line) ; Rostok (p. 390, 1. 10) ; Erfurth (p. 390, 1. 22), to men- 
tion only a few. The forms Mainz, Maintz, and Mayence all appear. 

We should hardly expect a classical scholar to use such phrases as "the 
Twentieth Century a.d." (title-page) and "his own autobiography" (p. 401, 
l.n). 

References are given in a very careless way and often seem to be at second- 
hand. For the Golden Verses of Pythagoras the reader is referred (p. 24, foot- 
note 1) to Gettling's edition of Hesiod (Gotha, 1843), but no page is given. 
They may be there, but I have lost much time searching for them. Bentley's 
famous dictum on emendation of MSS is found in his note on Carm. iii. 27. 15 
(not 13, as stated on p. 367, footnote 3). 

Misleading or erroneous statements are found. Sir William Jones did not 
"discover" Sanskrit (p. 417, 1. 1). To be sure other famous Sanskritists are 
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mentioned in a footnote on p. 384, but two of the best-known names there 
appear in incorrect form. The 1465 edition of Lactantius was printed at 
Subiaco, not at Rome (p. 300, 1. 8). It is more than probable that the first 
edition of a classic, in the narrow sense, came from the same press at Subiaco 
and was Cicero's De oratore, not the De qfficiis (p. 300, 1. 6). In footnote 1, 
p. 287, it is erroneously stated that the 1465 edition of the De qfficiis appeared 
at Rome. In fact it came from the press of Fust and Schoeffer at Mainz, and 
later in the year than the De oratore at Subiaco. 

The book has many commendable features. We believe that the general 
plan is excellent. In this age of simplified spelling it is pleasant to meet with 
what seems to be a strong protest consciously embodied in the forms of words 
used. These are not confined to such technical words as "prae-Alexandrian," 
"Mediaeval," and the like. The form Wiclif we hope is due to German 
influence, not to simplified spelling! It is a pleasure to see that American 
scholars are given some space, although we had hoped to see more. 

It is hard to judge such a work fairly. In its present form it is unworthy 
of the great publishing house from which it comes. Such obvious marks of 
carelessness in the printing unduly prejudice one against the author. The 
publishers owe it to the scholarly world, as well as to the author, to make all 
possible corrections in the plates and to run off another edition immediately. 

G. C. Scoggin 

The University of Missouri 



The Rise of the Greek Epic. By Gilbert Murray. 2d Edition, 
Revised and Enlarged. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 191 1. 
Pp. 368. 75. 6d. net. 

If the reader of these reviews is sufficiently interested, he may turn for 
the notice of the first edition of this book to Vol. IV, p. 280. By comparing 
hastily he will observe that the new edition is considerably enlarged: it has 
grown from 294 pages to 368, and the price has risen correspondingly from 6s. 
to 7s. 6d. 

Not only has the book been materially enlarged; it has also been essentially 
revised. It has been made over throughout. It was a handsome book before; 
it has been made still handsomer. It has the same outward appearance and 
the same inner form; the pages and lines are the same size; but for the new 
edition a lighter-faced type has been selected that adds much to the beauty 
of the pages. 

The revision has been called forth by the author's untiring studies and the 
attacks upon his position by more conservative scholarship. His purpose in 
revising has been to strengthen his former position, from which he has not 
shifted even a point, without being drawn into any controversy with any of his 
critics. He has availed himself of the new evidence and the new material 



